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Read has no synonyms.

Thesaurus.com says that it means  
“to look at and understand written word” 
and it lists the following as analogues:

gather 
interpret
know
learn
refer to
scan
see
study
translate
view
apprehend
comprehend

construe
decipher
discover
glance
perceive
peruse
skim
unravel



%XW�QRQH�RI�WKHVH�UHDOO\�ÀW��7KH\�DUH�HLWKHU�D�
metaphor for reading, or the result of reading, 
or a method of reading, or somehow related to 
UHDGLQJ��7KH\�FRXOG�EH�FODVVLÀHG�LQWR�D�´7D[RQ-
omy of Words Associated with Reading”

Taxonomy

METAPHOR
gather
scan
skim
unravel
apprehend

METHOD
translate
perceive
view
see
glance
peruse
decipher

RESULT
know
learn
comprehend
discover
construe

RELATION
refer to
interpret
study
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The one way of tolerating existence is to lose 
oneself in literature as in a perpetual orgy.

Gustave Flaubert



Wikipedia

Cross-model mapping between the ortho- 
graphic and phonologic areas in the brain  
are critical in reading. 



Abstract

Reading has cognitive consequences that 
extend beyond its immediate task of lifting 
meaning from a particular passage. Further-
more, these consequences are reciprocal and 
exponential in nature. Accumulated over time 
– spiraling either upward or downward – they 
carry profound implications for the development 
of a wide range of cognitive capabilities.

We sought to determine whether reading a  
novel causes measurable changes in rest-
ing-state connectivity of the brain and how 
long these changes persist. Incorporating a 
within-subjects design, participants received 
resting-state functional magnetic resonance 
imaging scans on 19 consecutive days. 

First, baseline resting state data for a “wash-in”  
period were taken for each participant for 5 
days. For the next 9 days, participants read 
1/9th of a novel during the evening and rest-
ing-state data were taken the next morning.  
Finally, resting-state data for a “wash-out”  
period were taken for 5 days after the conclu-
sion of the novel. 

2Q�WKH�GD\V�DIWHU�WKH�UHDGLQJ��VLJQLÀFDQW�LQ-
creases in connectivity were centered on hubs 
in the left angular/supramarginal gyri and right 
posterior temporal gyri.  



These hubs corresponded to regions previously 
associated with perspective taking and story 
comprehension, and the changes exhibited 
a timecourse that decayed rapidly after the 
completion of the novel. Long-term changes in 
connectivity, which persisted for several days 
after the reading, were observed in bilateral 
somatosensory cortex, suggesting a potential 
mechanism for “embodied semantics.”

Berns, Gregory S; Blaine Kristina, Prietula 
Michael J; and Pye Brandon E  
“Brain Connectivity,” 2013



Frances Ann “Fran” Lebowitz

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Albert Einstein

William Shakespeare

Susan Sontag

Honoré de Balzac

Pat Conroy



A: Think before you speak. Read before you think.

B: One must be an inventor to read well. There is 
then creative reading as well as creative writing.

A: Reading, after a certain age, diverts the mind 
too much from its creative pursuits. Any man who 
reads too much and uses his own brain too little 
falls into lazy habits of thinking.

&��+RZ�ZHOO�KH·V�UHDG��WR�UHDVRQ�DJDLQVW�UHDGLQJ�

B: A good book is an education of the heart. It 
enlarges your sense of human possibility what 
human nature is of what happens in the world.  
,W·V�D�FUHDWRU�RI�LQZDUGQHVV�

A: Reading brings us unknown friends.

C: People that like to read are always a little  
fucked up.

Dialogue

The following is a real conversation between 
people who were not talking to each other. 



CS Lewis

Voltaire

Victor Hugo

James Baldwin

Maya Angelou

George R.R. Martin

Stephen King

Jorge Luis Borges



A: We read to know that we are not alone.

B: Let us read, and let us dance; these two  
amusements will never do any harm to the world.

&��7R�OHDUQ�WR�UHDG�LV�WR�OLJKW�D�ÀUH�� 
every syllable that is spelled out is a spark. 

B: You think your pain and your heartbreak are 
unprecedented in the history of the world, but 
then you read. It was books that taught me that 
the things that tormented me most were the very 
things that connected me with all the people who 
were alive, or who had ever been alive.

A: When I look back, I am so impressed again 
with the life-giving power of literature. If I were a 
young person today, trying to gain a sense of  
myself in the world, I would do that again by read-
ing, just as I did when I was young.

B: A reader lives a thousand lives before he 
dies… The man who never reads lives only one.

C. Kill your darlings, kill your darlings, even when 
LW�EUHDNV�\RXU�HJRFHQWULF�OLWWOH�VFULEEOHU·V�KHDUW��NLOO�
your darlings.

A. I have always imagined that Paradise will be  
a kind of library.



There are three ways of reading:  
A. intellectual
B. romantic
C. cynical



Most Highlighted Passages  
of All Time  

1. Because sometimes things happen to people 
DQG�WKH\·UH�QRW�HTXLSSHG�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�WKHP�
Highlighted by 17784 Kindle users
The Hunger Games: Catching Fire

2. It is a truth universally acknowledged, that 
a single man in possession of a good fortune, 
must be in want of a wife.
Highlighted by 9260 Kindle users
Pride and Prejudice

3. The rules of the Hunger Games are simple. 
In punishment for the uprising, each of the 
twelve districts must provide one girl and one 
boy, called tributes, to participate. The twen-
ty-four tributes will be imprisoned in a vast 
outdoor arena that could hold anything from a 
burning desert to a frozen wasteland. Over a 
period of several weeks, the competitors must 
ÀJKW�WR�WKH�GHDWK��7KH�ODVW�WULEXWH�VWDQGLQJ�ZLQV�
The Hunger Games
Highlighted by 9031 Kindle users

4. It takes ten times as long to put yourself back 
together as it does to fall apart.
The Hunger Games: Mockingjay
Highlighted by 8833 Kindle users



5. “I just want to spend every possible minute of 
the rest of my life with you,” Peeta replies.
The Hunger Games: Catching Fire
Highlighted by 8500 Kindle users

6. “I wish I could freeze this moment, right here, 
right now, and live in it forever,” he says.
The Hunger Games: Catching Fire
Highlighted by 8473 Kindle users

7. Pride relates more to our opinion of our-
selves, vanity to what we would have others 
think of us.”
Pride and Prejudice
Highlighted by 8437 Kindle users

���/LIH�LQ�'LVWULFW����LVQ·W�UHDOO\�VR�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�
life in the arena. At some point, you have to 
stop running and turn around and face whoever 
wants you dead.
The Hunger Games: Catching Fire
Highlighted by 8223 Kindle users

���´+DYLQJ�DQ�H\H�IRU�EHDXW\�LVQ·W�WKH�VDPH�
thing as a weakness,” Peeta points out. “Except 
possibly when it comes to you.”
The Hunger Games
Highlighted by 7900 Kindle users

10. I am not pretty. I am not beautiful. I am as 
radiant as the sun.
The Hunger Games
Highlighted by 7519 Kindle users



Popular Highlights
The Amazon Kindle and the Kindle Apps pro-
vide a very simple mechanism for adding high-
lights. Every month, Kindle customers highlight 
millions of book passages that are meaningful 
to them.

We combine the highlights of all Kindle cus-
tomers and identify the passages with the most 
highlights. The resulting Popular Highlights help 
readers to focus on passages that are meaning-
ful to the greatest number of people. We show 
only passages where the highlights of at least 
three distinct customers overlap, and we do not 
show which customers made those highlights.

The Most Highlighted of All Time passages 
have been highlighted by the most distinct cus-
tomers, the highest being over 17,000.



The process of decoding with eyes (or, in the 
case of audiobooks, the ears) a previously  
coded series of ideas that has been translated 
from a human mind, either directly or indirectly.

Are audiobooks still books? 

Yes. For example, I listened to –xx– as an  
audiobook, but I still say “I read the book…”

Steve McLaughlin





A. Brain while reading a book.

B. Brain while using the Internet.



Reading is everything. Reading makes me 
IHHO�OLNH�,·YH�DFFRPSOLVKHG�VRPHWKLQJ��OHDUQHG�
something, become a better person. Reading 
makes me smarter. Reading gives me some-
thing to talk about later on. Reading is the 
XQEHOLHYDEO\�KHDOWK\�ZD\�P\�DWWHQWLRQ�GHÀFLW�
disorder medicates itself. Reading is escape, 
DQG�WKH�RSSRVLWH�RI�HVFDSH��LW·V�D�ZD\�WR�PDNH�
contact with reality after a day of making things 
XS��DQG�LW·V�D�ZD\�RI�PDNLQJ�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�VRPH-
RQH�HOVH·V�LPDJLQDWLRQ�DIWHU�D�GD\�WKDW·V�DOO�WRR�
real. Reading is grist. Reading is bliss.

Nora Ephron



Henry David Thoreau

A truly good book teaches me better than to 
read it. I must soon lay it down, and commence 
living on its hint. What I began by reading, I 
PXVW�ÀQLVK�E\�DFWLQJ�



5HDG��:KHQ�\RXU�EDE\�LV�ÀQDOO\�GRZQ�IRU�WKH�
night, pick up a juicy book like Eat, Pray, Love 
or Pride and Prejudice or my personal favorite, 
Understanding Sleep Disorders: Narcolepsy  
and Apnea; A Clinical Study. Taking some time  
to read each night really taught me how to feign 
narcolepsy when my husband asked me what  
my “plan” was for taking down the Christmas tree.

Tina Fey
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what is “read” ?



AN 
SW 
ER:



what you are doing right now.
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AS SEEN IN:

The Ohio State University
Research and Innovation Communications
Research News Section

National Sciences Foundation
News From the Field

America Now News
“Personality changes in teens could be linked  
to reading habits”

7KH�3DVVLYH�9RLFH��$�/DZ\HU·V�7KRXJKWV�RQ� 
Authors, Self-Publishing and Traditional  
Publishing
Fiction Fundamentals

The Things You Can Read: Everything about Books,  
Writing + More...
“You Are What You Read”

Life Science Log
Most important weekly life sciences news headlines

Kill Your Darlings Journal
´)LFWLRQDO�)ULHQGV��¶/RVLQJ�<RXUVHOI·�LQ�&KDUDFWHUVµ



¶/RVLQJ�\RXUVHOI·�LQ�D�ÀFWLRQDO� 
FKDUDFWHU�FDQ�DIIHFW�\RXU�UHDO�OLIH

COLUMBUS, Ohio - When you “lose yourself” 
LQVLGH�WKH�ZRUOG�RI�D�ÀFWLRQDO�FKDUDFWHU�ZKLOH�
reading a story, you may actually end up chang-
ing your own behavior and thoughts to match 
that of the character, a new study suggests.
Researchers at Ohio State University examined 
what happened to people who, while reading 
D�ÀFWLRQDO�VWRU\��IRXQG�WKHPVHOYHV�IHHOLQJ�WKH�
emotions, thoughts, beliefs and internal re-
sponses of one of the characters as if they were 
their own - a phenomenon the researchers call 
“experience-taking.”

They found that, in the right situations, experi-
ence-taking may lead to real changes, if only 
temporary, in the lives of readers.

In one experiment, for example, the research-
HUV�IRXQG�WKDW�SHRSOH�ZKR�VWURQJO\�LGHQWLÀHG�
ZLWK�D�ÀFWLRQDO�FKDUDFWHU�ZKR�RYHUFDPH�RE-
VWDFOHV�WR�YRWH�ZHUH�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�
vote in a real election several days later.

“Experience-taking can be a powerful way to 
change our behavior and thoughts in mean-
LQJIXO�DQG�EHQHÀFLDO�ZD\V�µ�VDLG�/LVD�/LEE\��
co-author of the study and assistant professor 
of psychology at Ohio State University.



There are many ways experience-taking can 
affect readers.

In another experiment, people who went 
through this experience-taking process while 
reading about a character who was revealed 
to be of a different race or sexual orientation 
showed more favorable attitudes toward the 
other group and were less likely to stereotype.
“Experience-taking changes us by allowing us 
to merge our own lives with those of the char-
acters we read about, which can lead to good 
outcomes,” said Geoff Kaufman, who led the 
study as a graduate student at Ohio State. He 
is now a postdoctoral researcher at the Tiltfac-
tor Laboratory at Dartmouth College.

The key is that experience-taking is sponta-
QHRXV���\RX�GRQ·W�KDYH�WR�GLUHFW�SHRSOH�WR�GR�LW��
but it happens naturally under the right circum-
stance.

“Experience-taking can be very powerful be-
FDXVH�SHRSOH�GRQ·W�HYHQ�UHDOL]H�LW�LV�KDSSHQLQJ�
to them. It is an unconscious process,” Lisa 
Libby, professor of psychology said.

7KHLU�ÀQGLQJV�DSSHDU�RQOLQH�LQ�WKH�Journal of 
Personality and Social Psychology and will be 
published in a future print edition.



Reading is the sole means by which we slip,  
LQYROXQWDULO\��RIWHQ�KHOSOHVVO\��LQWR�DQRWKHU·V�
VNLQ��DQRWKHU·V�YRLFH��DQRWKHU·V�VRXO�

Joyce Carol Oates



One cannot read a book: one can only reread it.

Vladimir Nabokov





There is a difference between a book of two 
hundred pages from the very beginning, and a 
book of two hundred pages which is the result 
of an original eight hundred pages. The six  
KXQGUHG�DUH�WKHUH��2QO\�\RX�GRQ·W�VHH�WKHP�

Elie Wiesel



“I can answer this question but  
I have to show you something...”





“Mueller has carefully aligned  
excerpts from disparate books – 
with differing typefaces intact – into 
two evolving pages. These pages 
crescendo before our very eyes, a 
ÁLSERRN�RI�DFFXPXODWLQJ�PHDQLQJ��
where with the passing of every 
page the narrative becomes aware 
of its own developing presence.” 

Derek Beaulieu





As you read, meaning is not transmitted in  
a stable way. There is a matrix of possible  
connections that the reader might make…  
LW·V�D�XQLTXH�DQG�VXEMHFWLYH�ÀQJHUSULQW��

Writing is a preservation of the possibility of 
a conversation, in which the one speaking no 
longer has to be present and to which anyone 
can respond. In a sense, reading is almost like 
witnessing a soliloquy – somone speaking to 
himself. 

Kit Schluter
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Reading is not an abstract transmission of 
concepts between minds. It is dependent on a 
physical object. Books have a smell, a texture 
(and the voice, or intonation, comes through 
typography…)

Steve McLaughlin



Mind Reading: scientists reconstruct 
OHWWHUV�IURP�EUDLQ�VFDQ�GDWD�

NIJMEGEN, Netherlands - Dutch scientists 
have made another step towards reading  
SHRSOH·V�PLQGV�E\�FUHDWLQJ�D�FRPSXWHU�SUR-
gram, which uses brain scans to decode what  
a person is looking at.

A team from Radboud University Nijmegen in 
the Netherlands was able to extract information 
from the human brain by applying a combina-
tion of high-resolution MRI, shape recognition 
software and computational modeling. 

During the tests the Dutch researchers showed 
participants letters B, R, A, I, N and S on screen 
and were able to identify exactly when, during 
the scan, a person was looking at each of those 
letters. 

´:H·UH�EDVLFDOO\�GHFRGLQJ�SHUFHSWLRQ�µ�0DUFHO�
van Gerven, a co-author of the study, which is 
to be published in Neuroimage, told Wired. 

Functional MRI scans are usually used to mea-
sure changes in overall brain activity, but van 
*HUYHQ·V�JURXS�FDPH�XS�ZLWK�D�GLIIHUHQW�DS-
proach as decided to zoom in on smaller, more 
VSHFLÀF�UHJLRQV��LQ�WKH�RFFLSLWDO�OREH��NQRZQ�DV�
the voxels. 



A

B



C



The voxel has the size of 2x2x2 millimeters, 
while the occipital lobe is the part of the brain, 
which reacts to visual stimuli, processing what 
the eyes see through the retina. 

The scientists were able to create a database 
RI�WKH�VSHFLÀF�FKDQJHV�WKDW�KDSSHQHG�LQ�WKH�
brain after each letter appeared on screen, 
which was run through an algorithm designed to 
work in a similar way as the brain when it builds 
images of objects from the sensory information 
it receives.

The algorithm allowed to convert the voxels and 
their relevant changes into image pixels, mak-
ing it possible to reconstruct a picture of what 
the person was looking at during the scan.

2QFH�\RX·YH�WDXJKW�WKH�DOJRULWKP�KRZ�WKH�YR[-
els respond to stimulus, “you could reconstruct 
any possible inputs,” van Gerven explained. 

The study called “Linear reconstruction of per-
ceived images from human brain activity” has 
used information obtained from a selection of 
1,200 voxels, but van Gerven claims the algo-
rithm could also be used to build images from 
15,000 voxels. 

This could include complex pictures, like a per-
VRQ·V�IDFH��IRU�H[DPSOH��EXW�UHTXLUH�WKH�SURGXF-
tion of improved hardware, he said. 



%XW�WKH�VFLHQWLVW�SRLQWHG�RXW�WKDW�LW·V�VWLOO�QRW�WKH�
VDPH�DV�UHDGLQJ�D�SHUVRQ·V�WKRXJKWV�DV�LW·V�QRW�
known if imagining something creates the same 
effect on the occipital lobe as external stimuli 
does. 

“Do these areas become activated in the same 
way if we [imagine] a mental image?” van 
Gerven wondered. “It they do, then it would be 
possible [to decode them].” 

The Inria study, performed in Fence in 2006, 
hinted that it might be true as it showed that 
imagined patterns could be reconstructed using 
data from the occipital lobe. 

Mind-reading and telepathic computer pro-
grams are “still an open question,” van Gerven 
concluded.



Learn to read with Reading Eggs 
Reading can be easy and fun!

Reading Eggs makes learning to read inter-
esting and engaging for kids, with great online 
reading games and activities.
$QG�LW�UHDOO\�ZRUNV�

Children love the games, songs, golden eggs 
and other rewards which, along with feeling 
proud of their reading, really motivate children 
to keep exploring and learning.

We created Reading Eggs as a unique online 
world where children learn to read. It supports 
HDFK�FKLOG·V�OHDUQLQJ�E\�RIIHULQJ�LQGLYLGXDO��RQH�
on-one lessons that allow children to progress 
at their own rate.



Learning to read
Learning to read is an important skill for all chil-
dren. And we wanted to make it an enjoyable 
experience for children as well. Children love 
working and playing on the computer and the 
Reading Eggs programme is all about bringing 
out the best in each child.

Educationally sound
The programme has been developed by a 
highly experienced team of educational teach-
ers, writers and developers. The Reading Eggs 
programme focuses on a core reading curric-
ulum of phonics and sight words using skills 
and strategies essential for sustained reading 
success. It completely supports what children 
learn at school and will help to improve your 
FKLOG·V�UHVXOWV�DW�VFKRRO�

Children love it!
With interactive animations, fun games, great 
songs and lots of rewards, Reading Eggs is a 
great place to learn to read. Children are highly 
motivated to return again and again. At Reading 
Eggs, learning to read is enjoyable as well as 
very rewarding. Every lesson ends with a new 
book and a new critter to add to your growing 
collection.



Do you feel self conscious



when



the



pace



slows



down?



Observations

,W·V�DOO�,�HYHU�GR�EXW�,�FDQ·W�GHÀQH�LW��

Making sense of written words

2QFH�\RX�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�UHDG��\RX�FDQ·W�QRW�GR�LW�

Words are completely abstract. (Aside from on-
omatopoeia) they have no tangible connection 
to reality. It is all learned abstract connection. 

Reading is looking at words and understanding 
something.

Words index larger ideas. To read a word is to 
make an association with a concept. And if that 
is true, reading is dependent on living – building 
an archive of associative concepts. 

Writing is a silent way of speaking. Reading is 
OLVWHQLQJ«�DQG�\RX�GRQ·W�HYHQ�KDYH�WR�EH�LQ�WKH�
VDPH�URRP�DV�D�´ZULWHUµ�

This happens to me when I smoke. I get caught 
XS�LQ�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�ZRUGV�WKDW�,·P�XVLQJ�DQG�,�
freeze, because the layers of meaning become 
so huge. I think about all the different possibili-
WLHV�RI�HDFK�ZRUG�DQG�FDQ·W�FRQWLQXH��



Reading is osmotic. What is meaningful gets 
absorbed in. I wonder if there is a saturation 
point? 

The realities we absorb are in our imagination. 
When you perceive the world, it is part of your 
EUDLQ·V�FRQVWUXFWLRQ��%XW�ZKHQ�\RX�DUH�ZULWLQJ�
something or reading something that another 
person has written, it has been absolutely cod-
ed. Then subjectivity is about the constellations 
of meaning underneath every word and espe-
cially between them.



Alain Claudel, iMessage
(831) 277-xxxx

Matthew Claudel, iMessage
(831) 206-xxxx







Cerebrovascular Disease (stroke)
Acute Stroke: Alexia without Agraphia
1RWH��:ULWHV�EXW�FDQ·W�UHDG�

fMRI Slice 13
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read
UďG�
verb
present participle: reading

1.
look at and comprehend the meaning of (written 
or printed matter) by mentally interpreting the 
characters or symbols of which it is composed.
´LW·V�WKH�EHVW�QRYHO�,·YH�HYHU�UHDGµ
synonyms: peruse, study, scrutinize, look through

speak (the written or printed matter that one is 
reading) aloud, typically to another person.
“the charges against him were read out”
synonyms: read out/aloud, recite, declaim 

have the ability to look at and comprehend the 
meaning of written or printed matter.
“only three of the girls could read and none could 
write”
habitually read (a newspaper or journal).
discover (information) by reading it in a written or 
printed source.
“he was arrested yesterday, I read it in the paper”



GLVFHUQ��D�IDFW��HPRWLRQ��RU�TXDOLW\��LQ�VRPHRQH·V�
eyes or expression.
´VKH�ORRNHG�GRZQ��WHUULÀHG�WKDW�KH�ZRXOG�UHDG�
fear on her face”

XQGHUVWDQG��LQWHUSUHW�WKH�QDWXUH�RU�VLJQLÀFDQFH�RI�
´KH�GLGQ·W�GDUH�ORRN�DZD\��LQ�FDVH�WKLV�ZDV�UHDG�
as a sign of weakness”
synonyms: interpret, take, take to mean,  
construe, see, understand 

�RI�D�SLHFH�RI�ZULWLQJ��FRQYH\�D�VSHFLÀHG�LPSUHV-
sion to the reader.
“the brief note read like a cry for help”

(of a passage, text, or sign) contain or consist  
RI�VSHFLÀHG�ZRUGV��KDYH�D�FHUWDLQ�ZRUGLQJ�
“the placard read “We want justice.””

used to indicate that a particular word in a text or 
passage is incorrect and that another should be 
substituted for it.
“for madam read madman”

�RI�DQ�DFWRU��DXGLWLRQ�IRU��D�SDUW�LQ�D�SOD\�RU�ÀOP��

(of a device) obtain data from (light or other 
input).



2.
LQVSHFW�DQG�UHFRUG�WKH�ÀJXUH�LQGLFDWHG�RQ� 
(a measuring instrument).
´,·YH�FRPH�WR�UHDG�WKH�JDV�PHWHUµ

�RI�D�PHDVXULQJ�LQVWUXPHQW��LQGLFDWH�D�VSHFLÀHG�
PHDVXUHPHQW�RU�ÀJXUH�
“the thermometer read 0° C”
synonyms: indicate, register, record, display, show

3.
[British] study (an academic subject) at a  
university.
´,·P�UHDGLQJ�(QJOLVK�DW�&DPEULGJHµ

4.
(of a computer) copy, transfer, or interpret (data).
enter or extract (data) in an electronic storage 
device.
´WKH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�ZD\�RI�UHDGLQJ�D�ÀOH�LQWR� 
the system”

5.
hear and understand the words of (someone 
speaking on a radio transmitter).
““Do you read me? Over.””




